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Abbotsford   Minor   Hockey   relies   on   the   support   and   assistance   from   all   its   parents   and   players   to   
have   success.    This   year   was   proof   that   with   flexibility,   an   openness   to   change,   and   A   LOT   of   
amazing   volunteers,   we   can   provide   an   exci�ng   and   enhanced   program   despite   all   the   Covid   
setbacks.    On   behalf   of   the   AMHA   Board   of   Directors,   I   want   to   send   a   big    THANK   YOU    to   our   
en�re   membership   for   their   commitment   to   the   sport   of   hockey   and   for   adhering   to   all   the   City   
and   Provincial   guidelines   throughout   an   incredibly   challenging   year.   Our   Risk   Director,   Duke   
Tran,   did   an   amazing   job   crea�ng   safety   plans   and   enabling   our   kids   to   get   on   the   ice,   in   a   very   
non-tradi�onal   year.     

  

It   is   no   surprise   that   this   past   year   was   full   of   constant   change   and   uncertainty.   We   had   to   adapt   
to   a   different   hockey   environment   and   needed   to   ensure   that   we   provided   the   best   possible   and   
safest   hockey   experience   for   all   our   players   amidst   those   differences.    Even   without   games   for   
most   of   the   season,   kids   regularly   showed   up   to   the   rink   with   smiles   on   their   faces.    This   is   a   
true   tribute   to   the   wonderful   job   that   our   Coaches   did   to   help   keep   the   players   mo�vated.     

  

The   pandemic   hockey   season   forced   us   to   shi�   our   focus   from   wins   and   losses   to   player   
development   which   was   an   easy   task   to   do   with   the   introduc�on   of   Peter   Hay   and   his   
Development   Team   this   year.    We   observed   huge   developmental   growth   over   the   year,   and   it   is   
obvious   to   all   of   us   that   many   of   our   kids   benefited   from   this   emphasis   on   skill   development.     

  

Even   though   we   had   a   lot   of   changes   throughout   the   season   and   had   to   change   the   way   we   do   
things   on   a   regular   basis,   we   were   s�ll   able   to   proceed   with   some   of   our   normal   season   
ac�vi�es.    We   started   the   season   with   Dust   off   the   Rust   sessions   (new   this   season);   we   had   Rep   
tryouts,   we   selected   our   REP   teams,   and   we   balanced   our   REC   “C”   teams   (although   we   did   not   
get   to   do   a   full   balancing   event).    We   even   got   to   play   a   few   games   at   the   beginning   of   the   
season.   All   our   Coaches,   Managers,   HCSP   and   Covid   Officers   deserve   to   be   recognized   for   their   
huge   volunteer   efforts   this   year.   It   is   extremely   difficult   to   engage   kids   in   a   season   where   they   
are   unsure   if   they   will   ever   play   another   game   or   not,   but   all   our   Volunteers   found   a   way   to   
mo�vate   and   keep   the   kids   coming   every   single   ice   �me.   

  

This   past   season   we   introduced   Sara   Lima   as   the   AMHA   Sponsorship   Coordinator.    In   a   season   
where   companies   have   had   to   cut   back   on   their   expenses   and   slash   their   workforce,   Sara   was   
able   to   renew   many   exis�ng   Sponsorship   accounts   and   even   successfully   added   a   new   AMHA   



sponsor.    She   was   able   to   take   inventory   of   all   our   rink   boards   and   worked   with   the   City   of   
Abbotsford   to   remove   all   outdated   rink   board   sponsors   and   replace   them   with   new   and   current   
ones.    Thank   you,   Sara,   for   taking   on   this   role   and   having   such   a   successful   season!   
Unfortunately,   Sara   will   not   be   returning   for   another   season   in   this   role.    On   behalf   of   AMHA   we   
wish   you   and   your   family   all   the   best   in   your   future   endeavours.    This   means   that   we   are   looking   
once   again   to   fill   the   posi�on   of   Sponsorship   Coordinator.    If   you   would   like   to   apply   or   would   
like   more   informa�on,   please   contact   me   at   vp1@abbotsfordminorhockey.ca.     

  

I   have   been   extremely   lucky   to   work   with   such   a   dedicated   team   of   volunteers   on   the   Board   this   
year.    I   appreciate   everyone   who   has   supported   the   associa�on   and   the   Sport   of   Hockey   through   
these   difficult   months.    As   we   enter   our   summer   break   I   am   encouraged   and   hopeful   that   we   
will   have   a   more   normal   season   in   September.   

See   you   all   around   the   rink!   

  
Thanks,   
Michele   Dominato   
AMHA   1 st    VP   

  


